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As we move forward into the Spring semester we look forward to the many events our college will be hosting and we appreciate those who devote so much time to ensure that our community has such a wide selection of entertainment choices.  There are first run movies, game nights, dances, dinners, concerts, sporting events, and many other activities.  Take your time to find out what is happening on campus and enjoy your college days.  They can be the most enjoyable time of your life, if you make them.  We are here to ensure these events are safe and with your assistance, working together, they will be.

The entire community needs to support all our athletic teams who are doing a great job at representing our College, especially the women’s and men’s basketball teams who are having excellent seasons. I am certain they would appreciate your support.  Get out to a game and cheer them on.  There have played some remarkable basketball this year and the players and coaches deserve a lot of credit for their hard work.  Keep up the good work and we look forward to seeing you in the post-season.

An interesting web site was brought to my attention this week and I thought I would pass it on to the community.  The web site, http://www12.familywatchdog.us/  gives the public information about convicted sex offenders living in your community.  Check out the web site for further information.

The police department would like to congratulate Officer Carlton Fernanders and Officer John Forte on their recent promotions to sergeant.  Sergeant Fernanders will continue to work on the midnight shift, while Sergeant Forte will work on the evening shift.  We wish them the best of luck in their new positions of leadership.

We would also like to congratulate Professor William “Jamie” Cromartie for receiving the police department’s Civilian Appreciation Award.  The award was presented to Professor Cromartie for his decisive actions when he observed a fire in the A & S Building.  We thank “Jamie” for his assistance with community safety and also wish to thank the Faculty Assembly for allowing us to present this award at their meeting.
Our second Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) training program began on 2/2/06.  There is still time to register if you are interested in volunteering for the CERT program.  Contact Health and Safety Officer Dennis Lepore at X4751 or via email.
This has been a very mild winter up to now but we need to remind our community not to walk or ice skate on any of the lakes on campus especially Lake Fred and Lake Pam.  The thickness of the ice varies and may not be safe to walk on. 
TIP OF THE WEEK:  BEWARE  of credit card companies offering you credit cards with a low introductory interest rate.  Many college students have fallen for this trap and now have credit problems.  The credit card company offers a low interest rate (usually for 6 months) and low payment options.  The card user runs up the balance on the card to the $500 limit and pays it off monthly at the minimum payment, usually $10.  That $500 in purchases, paid back over several years ends up costing the card holder several thousand dollars for those purchases.  To protect your credit, only use a credit card when you can pay off the balance each month and never purchase something you can not afford.
We continue to ask for your assistance as safety is everyone’s business.  So please report any safety or security concern to us at X4390 or dial 9-1-1 in an emergency.

